Of butterflies and wolves: enacting lupus transformations on the Internet.
This article explores how women with lupus use the Internet to construct discourses about illness and transformation. The textual and symbolic content of Internet websites and message boards offers unique perspectives on the relationship between embodied experience and textual construction, and demonstrates the ways in which women use their participation on the Internet to communicate about themselves. Using common search engines, an array of lupus websites were identified, including message boards and personal pages, and the textual and symbolic content was analysed for reoccurring themes. Three distinct types of transformational discourses were identified: adjustment narratives; expert narratives; and transformations of personhood. These transformations are achieved and given renewed value through online participation. The article suggests that online communication provides a unique opportunity to understand embodiment but also that transformational discourses may ultimately be limiting.